POLITICAL    AND   SOCIAL    STATE    OF    SPAIN

not a means by which one class could dominate another,
not a judge whose duty was to decide between them, but
was itself the most powerful class in the country, every day
better organised to subject others, even though it were by
means of the armed forces it controlled. Its economic
situation was not very easy. The Spanish State was not
able to pay many of its employees decently, and for that
reason they all had to play in the political lottery and were
open to corruption. Public administration, even in the
sanctuary of the Law Courts, had an unfortunate taint of
bribery and corruption.

But, undoubtedly, of all the State organisms, the Army
was the one which had the most decisive influence on the
course of political and social events in Spain. As the
strong arm of the Nation it had, fundamentally, the high
duty of defending the country's independence, and safe-
guarding the liberties of her citizens; but one must
recognise that the Spanish army has only too often failed
in the mission which the people have entrusted to it. It
has served as an instrument of force which has over-
ridden the fundamental law of the State and of
legitimately constituted authority, and has served all sorts
of interests. In the last century and up to the present in
this century, the subversive behaviour of the Army has
shown history some wretched pages of military re-
bellions, most of which were against the will of the
Spanish people, since their object was to prevent the
natural process of the people's political and social develop-
ment.
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